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the excommunicated Henry (and of this fact and of his
impenitence there could be no doubt), the inexorable
interdict must follow him beyond the grave. Unabsolved
lie lived and died, there was no absolution after death;
no prayers, no sacrifices, no alms could be offered for
the soul of William of Utrecht/

Henry looked abroad into the Empire, which, but the
Desertion of year before, his victory at Hohenburg had
Senj?inL. awed at least into outward peace, and where
the obsequious clergy at Worms had seemed to join him
almost with unanimity in his defiance of Hildebrand.
On every side he now saw hostility, avowed or secret,
conspiracy, desertion; the princes meditating revolt;
the prelates either openly renouncing or shaken in their
allegiance. Herman of Metz had released some of the
Saxon chieftains committed to his charge; he was evi-
dently assuming the rank of head of the Hildebrandine
party among the ecclesiastics of Germany. Henry had
threatened to revenge himself by marching at once
and occupying Metz, but had been obliged to abandon
that decisive measure. The defection of Otho of Nord-
heim, to whom the final suppression of the Saxon rebel-
lion had been entrusted, and who at least had listened
to the overtures of the insurgents, was still more em-
barrassing, and broke up all his warlike plans.
At Mentz the assembly both of prelates and nobles
May is. was more numerous than at the second as-
Mentz. sembly summoned at Worms; but the leaders
of the opposition whom Henry hoped either to gain or
to overawe, and whose attendance, sinking from the
imperious language of command, he had condescended

1 Begest. iy. 6.    Godfrey of Lorraine too had fallen by the hands
murderers in Friesland.